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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Greetings from the 
National Centre 
for Evangelisation 
(NCE).

In 2022 we have 
emerged cautiously 
from the global 
COVID-19 pandemic 

with interstate and international travel 
allowing families to gather for the first time 
in several years. It will be a Christmas to 
remember for so many as they gather and 
embrace new family members or grieve 
the passing of others. 

So it will also be for our faith communities 
as we celebrate the birth of Christ without 
the size or spacing restrictions. However, 
we must be purposeful in our invitation 
and in the assistance required to return to 

Christmas celebrations. Those strategies 
allowing families to observe obligations 
from home or from great distance must 
continue, however, they cannot be an 
excuse for gathering in community, as 
it is the Eucharist that forms us for our 
mission of evangelisation.

Throughout 2022 the NCE staff have 
been working on a new Catholic Enquiry 
Centre (CEC) resource and national 
website. Unfortunately delayed, both will 
be launched in the New Year, announcing 
a new phase for the CEC into the future. 
The NCE will also launch a new online 
resource hub sharing the gifts of the 
Evangelise conference. We will provide 
more information together with our 2022 
snapshot in early 2023. 

Finally, I wish to sincerely thank you all 
for your prayers and financial support 
throughout 2022. We ask you to also 

keep our enquirers in your prayers as we 
provide support over Christmas. 

Wishing you the blessings of Advent. 

Malcolm Hart 
Director 
National Centre for Evangelisation

In 2019, when David Campbell visited St Stephen’s Cathedral in 
Vienna, he was overwhelmed with the realisation that he wanted 
his spiritual home to be within the Catholic Church. 

David, however, was no newcomer to the spiritual life. He had 
spent much of his 60-plus years searching and immersing 
himself in various denominations – some Christian, some not. 
Many of these spiritual encounters gave David hints of what it 
was like to have God in his life, to experience prayer, Scripture 
and community. 

But the one faith tradition he didn’t try was Catholicism. This was 
not because he was opposed to the Catholic tradition; indeed, it 
was almost the opposite. David had friends and family members 
who were Catholic, and his admiration for the way they adhered 
to their faith led him to believe that he could never be worthy or 
disciplined enough to be a Catholic.
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A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY LEADS DAVID TO 
THE CATHOLIC FAITH



We offer you this simple prayer for Christmas dinner. You might like to place copies of it on the table and pray it as you begin your 
meal. A gentle way to share your faith.

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon 
and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the 
continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation.

The NCE resource, The Bridge, is now available online at https://
bit.ly/3d3hZ24

To receive the CEC Newsletter electronically, subscribe at https://
bit.ly/2YLzXlF

Website: catholicenquiry.com | Email: info@catholicenquiry.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CatholicEnquiryCentre

Phone: 1300 430 484
Address: GPO Box 368, Canberra, ACT 2601

After David’s experience in Europe, he decided that when he 
returned to Australia he would investigate what was required 
to become a Catholic. He contacted his local Catholic parish 
in Gungahlin, Canberra, and was provided with information 
about the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). The 
journey towards being fully initiated offered David formation and 
information, as well as an opportunity to properly discern his 
conversion to Catholicism. 

Disappointingly, just as the RCIA gatherings were about to take 
place, COVID-19 struck, and Canberra was soon forced into 
lockdown. Fortunately for David, the local parish embraced 
Zoom technology and they continued with virtual gatherings.

While David missed the face-to-face connections with his RCIA 
cohort, he was in a position to immerse himself in all things 
Catholic. Having migrated to Australia from the United States 
in the early 2000s, David had retired from his career as a 
public servant and had time on his hands to explore the Bible, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and listen to podcasts, 
especially those from Bishop Robert Barron. He connected with 
the Catholic Enquiry Centre and found its resources to be helpful 
in deepening his knowledge. 

In March 2022, David participated in the Rite of Election 
ceremony at St Christopher’s Cathedral, and a few weeks later 

he was confirmed into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. 
When asked how his family had reacted to the news of him 
becoming a Catholic and what difference it was making in his 
everyday life, David said he felt fully supported by his family. His 
wife, a devout Buddhist, has noticed he is a much calmer person 
now. She often overhears David listening to online Masses and 
Vespers, the evening prayer of the Church, and will comment on 
the beautiful singing. 

David said this conversion process has helped him to “finally find 
the spiritual fulfilment and inner peace I have been searching 
for all my life. Attending Mass, partaking of the Holy Eucharist, 
having daily prayer and praying the Rosary has made a huge 
difference in my life – and for the better.”

David’s other passion in life is genealogy. He has been seriously 
researching his family history for many years. He has discovered 
half his family on his mother’s side were “devout and practising 
Catholics” and he had a cousin who was a priest. In recent times 
he has also discovered that St Mary of the Cross MacKillop is his 
paternal 10th cousin, three times removed! 

It seems that becoming a Catholic was always meant to be 
David’s destination in his spiritual journey.

See David’s story at https://bit.ly/3VxrT3d

Christmas Dinner Prayer

Loving God, as we gather on this Christmas Day, we have so much to be 
grateful for.

We give you thanks for our family and friends — for those who are here, and for 
those we hold deep in our hearts.

We give you thanks for the food we are about to eat and for those who have 
prepared it.

As we thank you for our many blessings, we remember those who will spend 
this Christmas Day alone, homeless or hungry. In your mercy, bless each one of 
them and grant us generous hearts that honour the dignity of all your people.

May the message of love, hope and peace that Jesus offers our world be shared 
among us today, and in the days to come. Amen.

Donations can be made by completing the attached slip, or online at https://catholicenquiry.com/donate.

PRAYING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS AT CHRISTMAS
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